ING TIMES

Bob Mitchell — Drumdreel Farm
Burr — Hi Health Herdcare

Farm Health Planning - Coordinated by the Cattle Health and Welfare Group







- Farm Stats

1lking herd, calving all year

=- t?
scription? (Qualiy of grazing etc)

ted contact with neighbouring stock on
boundary

m' Lim
E Policy to gradually increase numbers through
retention

ed purchase of cattle ("almost’ closed)




1 ""'Bétty’s calves

@ Pride in calf rearing and
quality of calves

Suddenly struggling

= Pneumonia +/-

» Problems came and went in
waves, biennial pattern?

e ? Unexplained returns to service
* No clear pattern, nothing conclusive



" Is it BVD?

) hext?

est
gt

k Milk PCR (vire
vidual milk antiboc

osts

ody screen of youngstock




Preliminary results suggest BVD

lo next?

o> for BVD
and cull

. ; Ie € .- .
ok for infected ar
1d B

ing, infection will run its course and infected
mals naturally vaccinate others




What is the best approach

ality veterinary advice will pay for
nine trategy for the particular farm

void wasting money on unnecessary testing
perly review risk points for entry of infection

Farm

/ \ Cattle Health

Scheme

Local vet




BVD Diagnostics

cellent tests

cuse for not making progress

ariety of test materials can be used

ost effective sampling options for farmer

1s in using the best test strategy for each
m to maximise benetfit and minimise costs

e )




What have we done at
Drumdreel?

- Drumdreel Farm

\ Hi Health

Herdcare

irmed BVD active
me bred youngstock check

- @ Control plan

= Vaccinate breeding herd

= [dentify and remove Pis

= Review security to prevent re-introduction




~ Testing times?

o longer an option in

J

vn Pls

o_ods for

lix of ear notch

ungstock \

eat Bulk milk PCRs to confirm no

‘in milking herd

: 1 improvement in youngstock
health once control programme
started

@ Farm assured that no PIs being sold
on




Summary

Family run Dairy farm saw an increase in
problems particularly in calf rearing

Farm worked with Tay Valley Vets and Hi
Health Herdcare to confirm BVD problem and
then control problem by removing PIs and
vaccinating breeding animals

Used a mix of testing methods including
antibody tests on milk and blood and BVD
virus testing on blood and ear notch

Seen rapid improvement, under control,
aiming for accreditation
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